
Macbeth 
Bruno Delbonnel ASC AFC and director 

Fearly discussions between cinematographer 
Bruno Delbonnel ASC AFC (

were deciding how best to bring Shakespeare’s famous 
play  to the big screen. 

, 

short-form poem. “In three lines, a haiku describes the 
whole world. That’s exactly how we wanted the set and 

Shakespeare, it’s not in the image,” says Delbonnel.
“Despite the source material, this process did not feel 

the script which we were using to make a movie. Although 
we followed the plot of Shakespeare’s play, Joel reorganised 

discussion between Coen and his wife Frances McDormand, 

of Macbeth she was doing,” says Coen. “I said I wouldn’t 
know what to do on stage, but if she wanted to think about 

these discussions spawned is Coen’s solo directorial 
debut, following the 18 movies he made alongside his 
brother, Ethan. “Since Ethan was not working with us on 

Delbonnel. “We shared ideas, problems, and concepts - it 

HAUNTING
ABSTRACTION
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foot Stage 16.

of 

and instead adopt a crisp and modern >>

“THE MORE I THINK ABOUT LIGHT, ESPECIALLY AFTER 
THIS PRODUCTION, THE MORE I SEE IT AS A MUSICAL 
SCORE. IT’S ALL ABOUT RHYTHM.” BRUNO DELBONNEL ASC AFC
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Cinematographer Bruno Delbonnel 

who plays the witches

period with the actors including 

which is unusual in movies and is 
closer to what happens in theatre 

Coen and Delbonnel decided 

so an arch was just an arch 
rather than a gothic arch 

Director Joel Coen 
and cinematographer 
Bruno Delbonnel ASC 
AFC wanted to strip 

essence of the play
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SUPPORTING SHAKESPEARE’S LANGUAGE

           

>>
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>>

“SKIN COLOUR IS NOT AS PROMINENT WHEN SHOOTING BLACK-AND-WHITE, AND IT 
MEANT WE COULD MAKE THE BACKGROUND AND SET MORE NEUTRAL, SO NOTHING 
FROM THE SET CATCHES YOUR EYE IN THE FRAME.” BRUNO DELBONNEL ASC AFC

was one of the earliest 

to place the audience in a 

and co-producer Frances McDormand, who plays Lady Macbeth
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FINDING THE MELODY OF THE MOVIE 

>>

It was impossible to shoot the 

“nothing existed” in Coen’s 

Bruno Delbonnel ASC AFC 
sees light as a musical score

Areas of shadow 

from the arches were 
created using gobos 

Instead of realism, 

moved towards 
theatricality and 

Bruno Delbonnel ASC 

the melody of the movie, 
based on the script and 
the director’s vision
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